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JOHN O. HEFFNER 
(202)742.8607 
Direct Fax (202) 742-86S7 
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January 23,2012 

BYE-FILING 
Ms. Cynthia A. Brown 
Chief of Administration, OfQce of Proceedings ^^^'^'^^^/^c 
Sur&ce Transportation Board '̂ '̂ ^ ŝtu 
395 E Street, S.W. MM 2 0 

7/1^, '8 

Washington.'D.C. 20423-0001 o '̂ '̂̂  
" ^ ^ ^ f e •-

RE: FD 35559, Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC '^ 
-Operation Exemption-Tahawus Line 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

I am writing on behalf of Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC 
("Saratoga") to bring to the Board's attention a series of resolutions, letters, and 
opinions from local govemment and local citizens supporting Saratoga's efforts to 
provide common carrier railroad service on the subject line of railroad. Attached 
to this transmittal letter are: 

1. A resolution by the Warren County Board of Supervisors expressing 
strong support for Saratoga's STB filing in FD 35559; 

2. A support letter from a JoAnne Smith; 
3. Letters from Sandra Davis, Webster Miga, and David Waters to local 

media supporting Saratoga's efforts to provide rail service. 

The simple fact is that there is wide-scale support for Saratoga's service 
from local govemment, citizens, and businesses. The only thing "controversial" is 
the opposition voiced by Protect the Adirondacks! 

Respectfully submitted, 

ihnD. Heffiier 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

FD 35559 

SARATOGA AND NORTH CREEK RAILWAY, LLC 
—OPERATION EXEMPTION-

TAHAWUS LINE 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I mailed a copy ofthe "Support transmittal letter" of 

Saratoga And North Creek Railway, LLC, dated January 23,2012, in tiie above-

captioned proceeding by first class United States Mail and/or electronic 

transmission to all parties on the Board's service list on January 23,2012: 

1D. HSffher 
Strasburger & Price 
1700 K Stieet, N.W. 
Suite 640 
Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 742-8607 

38G3320.1/SPa4989ni01/012312 
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RESOLUTION NO. 45 OF 2012 

Resolution introduced by Supervisors Monroe, Bentley, Thomias, Girard, Sokol, Wood and 
Frasler 

SUPPORTING THE APPLICATION OF SARATOGA AND NORTH CREEK 
RAILWAY, LLC BEFORE THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION 
BOARD TO PROVIDE RAIL SERVICE ON THE EXISTING 
APPROXIMATELY 29.71 MILES OF RAIL TRACK KNOWN 

AS THE "TAHAWUS LINE** RUNNING FROM NORTH CREEK, 

NEW YORK WITH TERMINUS AT NEWCOMB, NEW YORK 

WHEREAS, Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC lias made application to the Surface 

Transportation Board for pennission to re-activate the Tahawus line, and 

WHEREAS, once approved for use, Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC intends to utilize the 

Tahawus line to haul freight and support economic development, and 

WHEREAS, existing rail lines have become an increasingly important altemative for shipping and 

receiving for small to medium size Adirondack businesses as the price of gasoline and diesel fiiel increases, 

and 

WHEREAS, the North Countiy Regional Economic Council Plan identified rail importance as a 

major component of the regions economic health and calls for the retention of all existing rail lines, and 

WHEREAS, the rehabilitation and use ofthe Tahawus rail line as proposed by Saratoga and North 

Creek Railway, LLC holds the potential for additional future passenger and tourism services, while 

accommodating freight shipments to existing businesses, and 

WHEREAS, the application of Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC to re-activate the Tahawus 

line has been met with vehement opposition by Protect the Adirondacks!, Inc. as well as resistence by the 

NYS DEC. Division of Lands and Forest, now. therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Warren County Board of Supervisors hereby expresses strong support for the 

application of Saratoga and North Creek Railway, LLC to the Surface Transportation Board for permission 
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to operate the Tahawus line, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall cause certified copies of this 

Resolution to be presented to the Surface Transportation Board, the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation, Division of Lands and Forest, the Essex County Board of Supervisors, the 

Hon. Elizabeth O'C. Little, the Hon. Teresa Sayward, the Adirondack Association of Towns and Villages 

and such other officials and entities as deemed appropriate by the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. 
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January 18,2012 

TO: Miss Cynthia Brown 

I FROM: JoAnne8mlthNY«Mmail.conn 

i 
i 

Dear Miss Cynthia Brown, 

I am supporting tha Saratoga ft North Creek Railway and Its parent company In 

.their request as described in Docket No. FD35S9 allowing the raiiroad to offer 

freight seivioe to multiple customers while alsd carrying teurlsts between North 

Rh«r and tlie former Tahawtis MInesHn Newcomb, NY. 

My parents established a bakery and restaurant in 1924 In the village of North 

Creek. The restaurant has been in continuous operatlort by family members to 

this date. 

I 

The hamlet of North Creek (near North Rhrar) was established In 1871 by the 

railroad magnate Thomas Durant. The Durants planned and created the North 

Creek Railroad Depot village whole doth, complete with the necessary railroad 

infivstructure which is still operational today. 

We are trying to create a viable local economy based on the historical location on 

the banks ofthe Hudson Rh/er and on a history of tourism and raiiroad commerce. 

Over the last twenty years, business people have Invested millions of dollars and 

are continuing to invest more money In enterprises in our hamlet village and 

surrounding wilderness areas. 

We have up to date hotels, todges, restaurants, wholesale and retail businesses, 

stores and ski areas, etc. We are awaiting the fruition ofthe Saratoga & North 

Creek Railway project Please understand thatthe Saratoga & North Creek 

Railway is holding our vision of a future based on a proven historical past 



I 
I. 

I . - • I 
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We need success of the SNCRR in order to move forward into a long awaited 

economic renaissance. 

Please make me a party af record regarding these deliberations. 

Thank you fbr your kind consideration. 

^,|6Anne Smith 
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Vinner of rhe 2009 Pulirzer Prize 

Letters 

Poited: Wcdnctday, Januaiy 11.2012 7:59 pm 

We should reopen Tahawus rail line 

Editor: 

Why do the environmental groups have so much say and we have so little? The people who would benefit by the Tahawus rail line are considered 
to be of ftr less value than the birds, squirrels and tiees. 

In this tough economy, shouldn't we strive to help the residents ofthis area? For a long tune, anything that would benefit the average citizen ofthe 
United States, the environmental organizations manage to stop. 

' What I am trying to say is the U.S. Surfice Tiansportation Board should approve the application filed by lowa'Pacific Holdings LLC to begin ' — 
fieight service on the 29.7 mile stretch of tracks between North River and Newcomb. 

Let's get our economy woifcing again. 

SANDRA DAVIS 

Cambridge 

Dont cut programs; Strengthen them 

Editor: 

Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid and food stamps are not problems within our great society, they are the pillars. 

These social programs need to be strengthened to last to infinity and beyond. The public school system is probably the most important singular vital 
pillar to the fiiture ofour great society. All public schools, urban, suburban and rural need to be turned into tiger schools, with tiger curriculums that 
will bear tigers, not kittens, to venture fi>rth into the global economy and the local economy. 

So how do we pay fi>r all ofthis? The money is there. It always has been. Money is everywhere. It literally grows on trees in money orchards. The 
ever-bearmg money crop has been mismanaged, misappropriated, squandered and stolen by the greedy befine it even ripens, and the rest of us and 
our progeny literally pay the mounting bills into perpetuity. Eliminate the greed, divert the flow of money away fiom the greedy; Enron, Solyndra, 
Madoff, Lehman, MF Global, AIG, Fannie and Freddie, the secondaiy mortgage market, derivatives, insider trading among elitists, bridges to 
nowhere, the list of ghosts is endless. 

WILUAM RUDENKO 

Diamond Point 

http.7/poststar.com/news/opinion/mailbag/Ietters/article eab08976-3cb8-1 lel-9S2S-0019bb2963f4.html?... 1^3/2012 
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Ellington 
Breaking News 

Freezing Rain Advisory 

Mo 
Votes 

Iowa-Pacific providing economic help 

As of Wednesday. Januarv 18.2012 

..,..• Sign in to favorite this 
• Discuss Comment. Blog about 
• Share tiiis Email. Facebook. Twitter 

#To the News Enterprise: 

n am writing to endorse the outstanding propositnn which exists to provide an economic engine for the Adirondack 
Region. 

glhe idea wouM provide: 

^•Private investment to sustain our vital commtmities. 

^•Reduced traffic on our mountain roadways — whk:h will lead to: 

#*Increased safety fbr pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists. 

i 'Less impact on the environment 

#*Most important —JOBS! 

#This is the criteria which we dream of and have dreamed offer decades. 

#The opportunity which Iowa-Pacific has presented would revitalize the North Creek to Tahawus rail line and fulfill 
all constituencies' desires. 

^Governor Cuomo has challenged us to "Think Big." 

#It's great to see that all interests can be satisfied and we are enabled to work together. 

#Thank you Iowa-Pacific! 

^Your efforts are supported with the genuine interest to provide vitality, recreational possibilities and environmental 
productivity to our regk>n. 

MWesterMiga 

http://www.newsenterprise.org/news/2012/jan/l 8/iowa-pacific-providinp-economic-help/ 1/23/2012 
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The ciHiciu of tha nllaga of Comnk taava a uaiqaa onMRamty to findannMaily cfaaiia tha w v local govcnmait ofianlas whaa wa vela Tuaidqr whidiar to duiolva the nllaiB. Having 

two levels of gDvcnmeDt (tmni a d viDafe) to rixmi 6.000 peeple b aa eximvagance we cat no longer aflbrd 

A eanauitee dudied and raoomnended againii dinolutiea, but thu commiitec was heavdy weighted with peeple wiih a vested inteieit In the stahu quot and lUi study only eununed 

^landing one year om I believe tha over t m e more savings wiD be Ibund to both village aod town icadenu. I i q e people to vote todissbfailion Tuesd^ 

JOEL DUGUAY 

Connih 

Local lulroadaneed snppoit ftom icgioo 

Editor 

I would lihe to take eueplioa to the iccent m g ) oTdie asi i -ralnad can^aivi amcd • the Santoga aul Nonh Cieek Railwqr and dw Afinmdack Scenic Ralwiy to pRvent ihcae roads 

Som die tolher uae of cnstuig track or nght of w^r catha batia of such aciivitiea ceasing 'ineveisihlB daiagD' lo the padL The atgununt is absuri 

The idea of not shipping Ihe nunatailinga fleas T d u n m s o i the grounds of a negnivaeaviromienlal inpact via ral a incanecl taiitself These talings have been l^ ing there to yeas , 

becanse a the time diey weieceasidsnd l o b e moia of a waste than anything else Rihi has leeched heavy meals mto Ihe poundwaer Shonldn't we he more ceoEaned shonl icmovmg dils 

sooce of contarainBtion as ftst u possible? 

Another falhsy people a l w ^ s quote a ' the nalni disiaib die wildlife * On Ihe coumy . the fact ia diet oafce aumria riong the right of w ^ gti used to die rauSne of die cominga and goings 

ofthe iiainih diey usually ipeae it 

The next time you drive your vehicle to idm a trip^ couu the foadkilL dien safe an eaginear lo iske a conni on Us ar hat next tnp: 

One ofthe leanwa the Adiiondack Stale Paifc waa eadUuhed m the fiist place was to oiauie bnire genoaiona would have a chaiee to n e w hs wondcn and beauly The best w ^ of doing 

that a by a rriodng nde eboard a una , 

OAVID. a WATERS 

Saratoga Spiugs 
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